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 Chaplain´s Notes   HTC Newsletter August 2024 
 
From The Reverend Canon Michael Lloyd Rees, from Aberystwyth, Wales. 
Dear all, 
It is good to be back with you again as your Locum Chaplain for August, September 
and October. So lovely to be here. Your welcome so amazing and precious. Thanks. 
I would like to share with you  
Psalm 42: verses 1-2 
“As the deer longs for streams of water, so I long for you, O God. I thirst for God, the 
living God. When can I go and stand before him?” 

I suppose you are very familiar with the challenges of intense heat. Drinking plenty of 
water matters for our physical bodies. My doctor reminded me before I came out, 
Michael, drink plenty of water and don’t get dehydrated. 

Deer can only bound around the countryside 
for so long before they need to search for a 
stream of cool, refreshing water. King David 
used the image of thirsty deer as an illustra-
tion of his longing for the living God. The 
psalm suggest that David was feeling deeply 
discouraged. Nothing seems to be going right. 
It was a time of struggle and confusion, but he 
knew that God could satisfy him in a way that 
nothing else could. 

Many things give us satisfaction for a short 
while: possessions, success, relationships, sta-
tus etc... But ultimately none of those things, 
important and precious as they may be, can 
give us lasting satisfaction that our eternal 
God and loving heavenly Father can give us. 

Getting dehydrated isn’t merely unpleasant but medically dangerous. It needs to be 
avoided at all costs. But becoming spiritually dehydrated is even more perilous. With-
out the spiritual strength to face life’s challenges there is every possibility of us making 
foolish and destructive choices that are likely to be damaging for those around us as 
well as ourselves. This means that it is vital to ensure that we are drinking regularly 
from the streams that God provide. Jesus said, “I am the living water” 

We will all find spiritual strength in different ways but PRAYER, READING THE BIBLE, 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, WORSHIP. COMMUNION are crucial elements. “Be still and 
know that I am God”. 
We need to reflect carefully on our daily pattern of life to ensure that we are getting 
the nourishment that we need. Our spiritual life and vitality depend upon it. 

Dear Lord, thank you that you are always ready to satisfy my spiritual thirst. Amen. 

Yours in Christ, Michael 

  

 

Please note that The Church does not accept any responsibility for changes that 
the musicians may make to their weekly concerts. 



  

 

 

  

 

QR Codes  Up and Running at the British Cemetery 

Many have attended our events at the cemetery where we bring the story of 
some of it´s famous residents to life . Over the years they have proven to be 
very popular. As we have researched more characters to portray, it has proven 
difficult to persuade our actors to take on more than one role.                         
Step forward a young man who wished to complete a Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Project and a few months later our QR codes project has been completed and 
installed. Just scan the plaque  in the cemetery and the information of that fa-
mous person magically appears on your mobile phone. All thanks to our QR 
Code Team. 



  

 

Life with Brian and Gill — A  Reflection  

On Thursday, 1 May, Gill and I returned to Madeira for a further 3-month locum period. Stepping 
onto the tarmac, once again we felt a kind of home-
coming to a warm place we have both fallen in love 
with.  

However, according to residents, it was quite cool, but 
we weren’t complaining as we’d had an even cooler 
spring in the UK! Then June arrived, and they all intro-
duced us the local concept of “the umbrella month” 
when the cloud cover was almost continuous, but the 
warmth continued as well. We felt at home and the 
Holy Trinity congregation gave us a warm “welcome 
back”. 

Some wonderful events and meetings have taken place since 1 May. We have had four wedding 
blessings and thanksgivings for years of happiness and love for four couples. One couple had to 
postpone their event due to serious illness, but we continue to hold them in our prayers for on-
going recovery and a return to Madeira to fulfil their dream. They write and update us with pro-
gress and are truly grateful for the support we offer them, even at a distance. As a congregation, 
it’s wonderful to be able to give people such support and we receive a huge amount of reflected 
love and joy in return. A true outreach ministry by HTC. “Church growth, like happiness, is a by-
product of what we do for God to others, not an end in itself…” (Church Times Webinar, 29 May 
25.) 

It’s been a time of surprising meetings and contacts. Many people with connections through HTC 
and some with personal links with us as a family have surprised us as they appeared on Sunday 
mornings. They even included Adrian, the Bishop of Cashel, Emly, Waterford and Lismore and his 
wife Jacqui as well as several former clergy colleagues on another Sunday. We actually made the 
headlines in the Church of Ireland News, with pictures! 

Many other faithful folk returned to HTC on their holidays and, coming from all corners of the 
world, brought more love and fellowship with them. We all enjoyed their company, and it adds 
to our journey of faith here in Madeira to have their support and interest and prayers. I even got 
an opportunity to use my rather rusty Dutch and French!! And a little Irish (Gaelic)! 

The children of the International School held their graduation ceremonies in the church and re-
joiced in the progress of the pupils in their time at school. The grounds were filled with their joy 
and gladness along with their parents and friends who brought a mountain of food and flowers 
to celebrate. They don’t have any grass at their school, so a lovely day of fun and games added 
to the celebrations. They have asked to return and have a Christmas Celebration event, so we 
look forward to that as well as next year’s graduation. 

Much has been, and is, happening at HTC, primarily the search for a new Resident Chaplain. A 
complex task, which will need all the resources of the Chaplaincy Council and the congregation 
to find the right person to lead the church forward in the life of Madeira in all its varieties and 
needs. Of course, God and the Holy Spirit are involved too, and prayer and care will need to be 
evident also. It won’t be enough just to fill the vacancy; it’s a time for consideration as to just 
what the mission of HTC is in Madeira. A new chapter is beginning and the opportunities to 
spread the love of God and His saving grace are legion. May He bless all our efforts in His Name. 
See you in November!!  

May God go with us all on our journey with Him.     Brian and Gill. 

  

 



  

 

  

 

HTC reaches far and wide 

The “six degrees of separation “ 
may  well  be proven to be far 
less where the Irish are con-
cerned, as recent postings on 
Facebook can confirm. We thank 
you for your wonderful com-
ments. 

 With direct flights from Dublin 
to Madeira, we are likely to see 
more Irish visitors in the future. 
(Hopefully my three Irish grand-
children among them). 

Coffee,  Tea , a slice of Cake and 
a glass of Madeira, ensure there 
is always a warm welcome at 
Holy Trinity Funchal. 

 



  

 

News from Nepal 

Jaimasee- from Umkhola,  Jumla , Nepal 

Our friend Sabine has sent news from Ne-
pal.  Sabine is a botanist specialising in or-
ganic and sustainable agriculture.  

She lived in Madeira and attended Holy 
Trinity for a few years and lectured at Ma-
deira University in her chosen field. 

She then decided she was needed more in 
Nepal than here on the island.  Working for 
a German Christian Organisation, she was  
assigned to a local Nepalese NGO to help 
improve the diet of subsistence farmers by 
introducing new crops that would grow in 
the Himalayas. A year and a bit later the 

local NGO had a change of heart and policy. They would plant coffee to 
improve the local farmers income. Without a local sponsor she couldn´t  
stay in Nepal. Fortunately a University in Western Nepal wanted her to 
work for them and a 12 monthly visa  was renewed. So, fast forward to 
the present and moving to the village of UMKHOLA , a pilot project to al-
low locals to manufacture their own Balms, Ointments and Cosmetics  
from local and introduced herbs. It was decided to help local female 
teenagers especially those from disadvantaged backgrounds (from fami-

lies with only one surviving parent, disa-
bled parent(s) and/or from  lower caste 
families. 

Many of the students attend daily but cur-
rently 2 girls live-in, as their families live 
many miles away on tortuous  mountain 
roads. It is likely that other live-in stu-
dents will attend later on. In view of this, 
they have recently moved to a bigger 
property , with a better water supply and 
land to grow plants. But to put into per-
spective—the house is unheated with a 
corrugated iron roof, there is no piped 
water and the land is a rocky scree. 

  

 

Another Passion Fruit recipe……………easy! 

Passion Fruit Pudding 

Remove the juice and seeds from 6 fruits.  Melt half a jelly in half a pint of  boil-
ing water. 

Place in fridge to semi set.  Add a can of condensed milk and whip.  Add the juice 

and seeds of 5 fruits and whip again.  Place in fridge and serve when completely 

set adding the pulp of the 6th fruit as a topping.  

Jean Faulkner 

Passion Fruit Liquor 

It is a delight to be picking so many fruits from 
my pergola.  I make liquor annually  and here is 
the recipe for any kind of fruit liquor if you want 
to try yourself. 

You will need:12 passion fruits ( or any other 
fruit you have in abundance !)¸150 grams sugar, 
I tsp vanilla essence,  one third of litre of  Rum ,  
half a litre of water; 

Method:  Stir the sugar and water to melt.  Cool 

add the fruit content, vanilla and rum. Place in a 

kilner type jar to seal.  Mix around every day for 

a week and then strain.  Place in bottles.    Take 

in small glasses and don’t drive after!    

Passion Fruit Harvest 2025 

We only have one passion fruit plant on our 
patio but it has produced over one thousand 
flowers this summer. Most of those have fallen 
off , failing to be pollenated by the local bum-
ble bees. But over 200 have set and become 
mature fruits. This particular variety is fully ripe 
when they turn purple and slightly wrinkly.                
So, what do you do with 200 maracujá? 

Fortunately the pulp can be frozen easily but if 
you are adventurous why not try out the two 
recipes below. Both are delicious and won´t 
disappoint.  



  

 

From Russia with Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 19th July Rev. Brian McAvoy recounted an 
unusual aspect of his time as a Chaplain in the RAF when he was asked to perform a 
burial in Russia. The servicemen had died during WWII when ferrying an anti-
submarine bomber to northern Russia. Many decades later, the wreckage was 
spotted in a forested area by an aircraft of the Russian Air Force , subsequently in-
vestigations found skeletal remains in and around the crash site. A VC10 was organ-
ised to fly the circuitous route from Berlin to Kyiv to St.Petersburg to Archangel , 
allowing a British presence at the burial. Brian gave a very interesting  and enter-
taining view of the events, which are unlikely ever to be repeated. The talk was ac-
companied by Russian finger food and a time to ask questions about Brian´s experi-
ences up close to the Arctic Circle. 

On 2 September 1942, two Bomber Command units, 144 Squadron and 455 Squad-
ron, Royal Australian Air Force, flew 32 Handley Page Hampdens from Britain to Mur-
mansk. The Hampdens had been refurbished as torpedo-bombers and Operation Orator 
was designed to cover Convoy PQ 18. The Admiralty did not want a repeat of the tragedy 
that befell Convoy PQ 17, destroyed by the U-boats and Luftwaffe. The British wanted to 
protect the convoy from the German surface fleet, especially the battleship Tirpitz.[12]

[13] Nine Hampdens were lost en route, due mainly to harsh Arctic weather, compass fail-
ures, German fighters and anti-aircraft fire (Wikipedia) 

  

 

 

 

They started selling their wares back in the 
early spring in the local markets. Sabine freely 
admits it has been hard to put on her com-
mercial head but fervently believes in their 
products, so the business progresses. 

In order for the pilot project to continue a lo-
cal NGO will have to get on board ( a legal re-
quirement for foreign workers in Nepal) 

Since the 2 girls have stayed full time, their 
healthy appetites have  kept Sabine busy. Not 
only is more food required, the girls have put 
on weight and now require new clothes. 

 

 

If you  would like to help 
with the project, we are 
specifically asking for 
funds for summer and 
winter clothing. 

Thank you 

In Europe: Euro Account 

N26  

Name: Sabine Scheucher  

IBAN:  

DE20100110012610564043  

BIC: NTSBDEB1XXX  

Our New Home 



  

 

Holy Trinity Church Needs You 

If you have recently visited  the church, 

you will have noticed the well maintained 

garden and church buildings. Our well 

attended Film Nights and Interesting Talks 

help raise funds to keep the church going. 

But we are sadly lacking in one respect, 

the number of volunteers, for various rea-

sons, they are dwindling slowly. We need 

more people to help us out  in nearly eve-

ry aspect of running a church. Even if you 

are only here for a week, the Gardening 

Team will gladly welcome you on a Tues-

day. The Film Night Team would welcome 

a helping hand once a month on a Satur-

day and any film suggestions would be 

warmly welcomed.  The Flower Team also 

needs new volunteers to help out, training 

can be given. Perhaps your talents  are 

elsewhere. We require new committee 

members  especially those with a  financial 

background. See back page for contacts. 
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